414                         LATIN CHRISTIANITY.                  BOOK VI

sentence against the excommunicated Berengar, $
decree was passed which attempted to strike at the
root of that evil which impoverished the papacy, broke
up the Church property into small pieces, and made
laymen the actual possessors of the estates of the
Church. It prohibited, under pain of excommunica-
tion, all bishops and abbots from granting the estates of
the Church as fiefs to knights or nobles. The Pope set
the example of this new proceeding; on the falling in
of the fief of Spoleto and Camerina, he became himself
the Marquis. He proceeded, no doubt under the awe
of the protection of his imperial master, to resume other
lands which had been rashly and fraudulently granted
away in the more turbulent periods to the barons of the
Eomagna.

But, whether from his severity in the condemnation
of simony, the enforcement of ecclesiastical discipline,
or the threatened resumption of the estates of the
Church, the Italian hatred to a German Pope soon
found a man bold and guilty enough to endeavour the
murder of Victor. A subdeacon mingled poison even
with the blood of the Lord in the Eucharist. The story
took the form of legend; the Pope could not lift the
chalice; he entreated the prayers of the faithful to
enable him to investigate the cause of this wonder; the
affrighted culprit fell on his knees and confessed, or, as
it was said, the daemon who possessed him confessed his
guilt.

The Emperor, on the news of threatened insurrection,
had hastened back to Germany. Instead of descending
again in the next year to Italy, he sent messenger after
messenger pressing the return of his one faithful and
wise counsellor to Germany. The Empire was in open
or secret revolt in many parts, Godfrey of Lorraine